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Paper Music Quartet Jennifer Fitzgerald

July, 2003

Text by: Charles Jester

Stage Instructions:
Vocalist: Keep a drink on a 
small tablenext to you; 
preferably a lounge drink; for 
example, a martini.

Percussionist: smoke a cigarette; 
keep an ashtray handy.

Commissioned by Berenice Torres
         For Carrie and Thom
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The coffee is slow poison, yes?
But slow, yes?
That's not to mitigate or even excuse....
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                                                II

The smallest advance....

                                        The slightest movement
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Movement comes in slow splashes
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I do not write about forsythias
(or zinnias or chrysanthemums)
Because I could not say
whether I have ever seen one.

Just give me coffee and
A city street - a fragment of
witty conversation and
a syncopation of traffic.


